14       UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
The people throughout the South, with the exec of the richer plantation owners, lived simply. I; household, for instance, we always lived well, bu1 nomically. My mother was very systematic and f She had an allowance of twenty dollars a month my brother Isidor has well said that she would managed to save something even if it had been sn It was her pleasure to be her own financier, and sir her allowance sounds now, she was able in the cou two or three years to save enough to buy a piano f< sister. This she felt to be an expense with whic father's exchequer should not be taxed.
We raised our own vegetables and chickens, meat, except pork, might have been termed a h; Many of the families had their own smokehouses, did, which were filled once a year, at the hog-1 season. There was no such thing as a butcher i little town. When a farmer in the country round w to slaughter an ox or a sheep, he would do so and it to town, exhibit it in the public square in a s called the market (used for that particular occasio at other times empty), toll the bell that was there, i that way announce that some fresh meat was or This procedure never occurred oftener than once i or three weeks during the cold weather.
Ice was another luxury in that community. It 1 be shipped many miles and was therefore brought i] occasionally, mainly for a confectioner who at tirr fered ice cream to the people.
There was no gas lighting. Oil lamps were use< to a larger extent candles, which were manufactu: each household, of fat and bees' wax. In that proc children all helped.
Indeed, with a small business in a small town inar as they knew they lad no relatives. We kept them with us until they grew
